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1980-2000just for boys



it was "decided"

early on that i was

"gifted"

because of how I spoke, my keen

interest in the sciences, and

the way I intuited math.

1980






places I got beaten up

gifted class
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Unsurprisingly,






bulliesbullies




which left me even more isolated than before

i changed schools for a year

19851985

and then back  




Escapism 
19841984



and encouraged me to read
whatever I found interesting

againagainwhen i was targeted by thewhen i was targeted by thewhen i was targeted by the
older kidsolder kidsolder kids

told me I could hang out in the
library

our librarianour librarian  
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on monday, the

library was closed
on tuesday, the

library was closedon wednesday, the

library was closed
on thursday, the

library was closed
on thursday, the

library was closedOn friday

, the library was

closed





the systemic changes that followedthe systemic changes that followedthe systemic changes that followed

addressed long standing issues ofaddressed long standing issues ofaddressed long standing issues of

discrimination based on sexualdiscrimination based on sexualdiscrimination based on sexual

orientation, and paved the way fororientation, and paved the way fororientation, and paved the way for

the LGBT community to be recognisedthe LGBT community to be recognisedthe LGBT community to be recognised

by the TDSBby the TDSBby the TDSB

eventuallyeventuallyeventually
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Just stop talking about itJust stop talking about it

fagfag

Lezzie

 queer



you'll catch



bisexualbisexual

are you a boy, or a girl?are you a boy, or a girl?

Gay
tomboytomboy





what's wrong with you?

AIDS
IT

Dyke

bashing






grade 6



i'm not allowed to talk about
the pride parade

the questions i ask
the clothes i wear

 the words i use



the books i read

the people i meet

Mr. Zeller



 I enter the "alternative school

system"-rather then stream

with my classmates
i'm told it's for safety

not sure whose

jr high






take my GED

and gtfo 

burnt out

unsupported
i drop out of high school




&



And for a long time, formal education and I

parted ways. I worked interesting, tedious and

challenging jobs. I was a scuba dive master,

and an advocate, a community leader, an artist,

a support to others, and a community builder.

I returned to school in my 30s, I started under

a government program, and ended up with a STEM

diploma that was rendered somewhat useless

because of my disability needs and

accommodation realities. And so it goes...

COVID-19 and 2020 gave me a lot of time for

contemplation...lots of things to think about.

We didn't always have rights. And we didn't

always have recognition.  We didn't always have

safe havens. And 35 years ago isn't that long

ago.

I hope one day the Toronto District School

Board and Gay Pride Toronto acknowledges

Kenneth Zeller for his place in LGBTQ2SIA

history. 






